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Deployed Airmen get a lift, in spirit and back home

By Tech. Sgt. Joshua Mead

103rd Airift Wing, Public Affairs Expeditionary Security Forces Squadronp | e t i me, was defi ni

the Connecticut Airmen boarded two GHTech. Sgt. Aaron Bowman, 108Security
Approximately 25 Airmen from the 108 47 Chinooks operated by the Connecti- Forces Squadron, explaining the base
Security Forces Squadron, Connecticut cut Army National Guard. The citizen  received more indirect fire events than
Air National Guard, returned home Jan. warriors from their own home state per- nor mal . 0That ki nd ¢
30, 2012, after a more than sixmonth ~ sonally escorted the Airmen home, afit-ta | i ttl e bit . 6
deployment to Bagram Airfield, Afghani- ting end to a long deployment. According to Bowman, when they first
stan, just in time to watch Super Bowl The roughly twehour flight was short got to Bagram they hit the ground run-
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tional Airport. their families, friends and jobs. At their they got used to the indirect fire epi-
Arriving during early evening, they  deployed location, the Airmen performedsodes that targeted the base. Part of
were greeted by their commander and security duties keeping the base safe  their mission while deployed was to spin
superintendent alongside the nosprofit  from improvised explosive devices and up their active shooter program, working
organization Operation Welcome Home provided around the clock response to  with nonsecurity forces personnel to
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men stationed with them at the 45% Whil e depl oyed, 0The most schHEnEMiduedon pags)

Members of the 103rd Security Forces Squadron receive an enthusiastic welcome
home from family and friends after returning from Afghanistan to Bradley Air National
Guard Base, East Granby, Conn., Jan. 30, 2012. The troops performed security and
patrol operations at Bagram Airfield during their more than sionth deployment.
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